The risk of bilirubin encephalopathy, as estimated by plasma parameters, in neonates strongly suspected of having sepsis.
The study comprises 18 mature newborns, strongly suspected of having sepsis, and a control group of 18 mature, healthy newborns with the same postnatal age. The object of the investigation was to compare the risk of development of bilirubin encephalopathy between the two groups, as estimated by plasma parameters. The sepsis group had significantly lower reserve albumin concentration for binding of MADDS (p < 0.01) and significantly lower total albumin concentration (p < 0.01). No significant differences were observed in unconjugated bilirubin concentration and plasma pH. It is suggested that mature newborns with sepsis have a slightly increased risk of developing bilirubin encephalopathy.